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grin and twinkling eyes revealed the thorough 
happiness and pride he felt. 

With Tom Clifford it was never about the 
talking. It was all about getting the job done 
successfully. He lived long. He lived well, and 
his own success created in turn generations of 
success in the lives of his students and the 
ongoing economic activity he helped create in 
our region. 

President Tom Clifford was one of the great-
est North Dakotans we have ever known. I am 
proud to have been his friend, and I will never 
forget his sterling example of integrity and 
strong leadership. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF CLAUDIA S. KNOTT 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the accomplishments of 
Ms. Claudia ‘‘Scottie’’ Knott, who will retire 
from the Defense Logistics Agency, Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia, on March 1, 2009. Ms. 
Knott’s distinguished government career spans 
31 years, and her record of achievement dur-
ing this period reflects greatly upon herself 
and upon the organizations with which she 
has served. 

Ms. Knott has served as DLA’s Senior Pro-
curement Executive/Component Acquisition 
Executive (SPE/CAE) since 2001. Under this 
position Ms. Knott was responsible for the de-
velopment, application, and oversight of DLA 
acquisition, policy, plans, programs, functional 
systems and operations. She has overall ac-
quisition management responsibilities for the 
Agency including an annual Agency acquisi-
tion program exceeding $38 billion. 

Born in Petersburg, Virginia, Ms. Knott has 
followed a wide-ranging career of increasing 
responsibility culminating in her appointment 
as Director of Acquisition Management. In 
1978, she entered the Federal service as a 
program assistant for the Department of Agri-
culture and in 1981 was selected into the De-
fense Logistics Agency Intern Program. In 
1993 she was accepted into the Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces (ICAF), Defense Ac-
quisition University. After ICAF Ms. Knott went 
to work for the Assistant Deputy Under Sec-
retary of Defense (Acquisition Reform/Elec-
tronic Commerce). In 1997, Ms. Knott became 
the Assistant Executive Director, Procurement 
at the Defense Logistics Agency. 

In 2003, Ms. Knott was selected by the Di-
rector, Defense Logistics Agency, to be the 
Deputy Director, Logistics Operations. As the 
deputy, she was responsible for DLA’s supply, 
distribution and reutilization and marketing 
business areas which resulted in over $30 bil-
lion in sales and services to the United States 
military and federal customers. Ms. Knott 
served as the Deputy Director, Logistics Oper-
ations until her appointment to Director, Acqui-
sition Management in 2007, a principal staff 
code in DLA, as part of a reorganization to 
elevate contracting and contract management. 

Ms. Knott attended Florida Institute of Tech-
nology, Chapman College and the National 
Defense University and is the recipient of nu-
merous special achievement and performance 
awards including the Distinguished Civilian 

Service Award in September 2008. Ms. Knott 
was selected as one of the Federal Computer 
Week Top 100 IT Professionals in 1999 and 
2001. She is an honorary lifetime faculty mem-
ber of the Army Logistics Management Col-
lege. Ms. Knott has also received the Vice 
President’s ‘‘Hammer Award’’ for business re- 
engineering in 1996 and has been confirmed 
into the Distinguished Order of Saint Martin, 
the patron saint of Logistics. 

Madam Speaker, I wish to commend Ms. 
Claudia S. Knott on her retirement from Fed-
eral civil service. She epitomizes the dedica-
tion and professionalism that make our Fed-
eral government a model all over the world. 
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A TRIBUTE TO A.V. JONES, JR. 

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to take this time to recognize A.V. 
Jones, Jr. for his dedication to the West Cen-
tral Texas Municipal Water District. A.V. re-
tired last year after 46 years of continuous 
service to the District, which includes the cities 
of Abilene, Albany, Anton, and Breckenridge. 

A.V. Jones, Jr. was born in Wichita Falls, 
Texas in 1932 and moved shortly after to Al-
bany, Texas, where he has lived ever since. 
After graduating from Oklahoma University 
with a Bachelors of Science in Petroleum Ge-
ology, A.V. settled in Albany with his wife, Pat. 
They have two children, Patti Holloway of Abi-
lene, Texas and K.C. Jones of Albany, Texas. 

A.V. joined the West Central Texas Munic-
ipal Water District in 1962. During his nearly 
half-century of service, A.V. served twice as 
President of the District. Under his leadership, 
the District oversaw and completed the con-
struction of the Hubbard Creek Reservoir and 
its pumping system and pipeline that provides 
water to the District’s four member cities. A.V. 
worked to maintain and preserve the Hubbard 
Creek Reservoir as a secure long-term water 
source for the District by exploring and pur-
suing alternate sources for the cities. 

A successful entrepreneur in the oil and gas 
industry, A.V. and his family founded several 
oil and gas exploration companies. He is a 
Vice President of the Texas Oil and Gas As-
sociation, is on the Board of Directors of the 
American Petroleum Institute, and is a past 
President of the Independent Petroleum Asso-
ciation of America. Moreover, A.V. is a former 
President of the Board of Trustees of the Al-
bany Independent School District. 

A.V. brought his spirit of leadership and his 
knack for success from the oil and gas indus-
try to the Water District. As a Director and Of-
ficer, A.V. had a profound impact on reaching 
the District’s goal of providing a safe and reli-
able source of water through the management 
of existing resources and the pursuit of addi-
tional sources of water. 

Many people in West Texas can attribute 
the running water in their homes to the hard 
work and commitment of A.V. Jones. Those in 
District 19, including myself, would like to 
thank him for a job well-done and extend to 
him our best wishes for his future endeavors. 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DON 
ALEXANDER 

HON. EARL POMEROY 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a good man and a great 
American, the Honorable Donald C. Alex-
ander. Don’s recent passing was a great loss 
to those who loved him and to our Nation as 
a whole. He was a man of dignity and integrity 
whose brilliance was exceeded only by his 
kindness and generosity of spirit. 

Don is perhaps best remembered for his 
distinguished tenure as head of the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) in the 1970s. Don al-
ways stood firmly on the side of right, and fa-
mously resisted President Nixon’s attempts to 
use the IRS to persecute his political enemies. 
This was utterly in character for Don—he 
hated injustice in any form, and fought against 
it his entire adult life. He was a dedicated pub-
lic servant, and served on numerous Federal 
commissions, including the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Federal Holiday Commission. 

Don never bragged about his distinguished 
military service, but he was a true American 
patriot who loved his country deeply. He was 
a twice-decorated veteran of World War II who 
served in Europe as a forward artillery ob-
server and received the Silver Star and the 
Bronze Star. 

Don was an honors graduate of Yale and 
Harvard Law School and one of the smartest 
tax lawyers our country has ever seen. His 
wise counsel on tax policy was sought by 
Members of Congress across the political 
spectrum, including myself. Don believed that 
the tax code could be an instrument of justice, 
and worked his entire adult life to make it 
more simple and more fair for every American. 

Don never quit trying to make this country 
better. He came to work every day well into 
his eighties. His thorough knowledge of the 
tax code on a technical level, the legislature 
process on a practical level, and the context of 
the times on a historic level made his counsel 
and guidance second to none. 

In addition to his many professional accom-
plishments, Don was a loyal and loving friend. 
He was the consummate gentleman, and his 
unstinting generosity and courtesy were widely 
admired. Don had a sharp wit, a ready charm, 
and a perpetual twinkle in his eye. He was al-
ways humble, kind, and loving to those around 
him. He will be dearly missed, but never for-
gotten. 

f 

BIPARTISAN RESOLUTION CON-
DEMNING IRAN’S PERSECUTION 
OF BAHA’IS 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

‘‘In Germany, they first came for the gyp-
sies, and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a 
gypsy. Then they came for the Bolsheviks, 
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Bol-
shevik. Then they came for the Jews, and I 
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Jew. Then 
they came for the trade unionists and I 
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade 
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unionist. Then they came for the Catholics. 
I didn’t speak up then because I was a 
Protestant. Then they came for me, and 
there was no one left to speak up.’’ 

—Martin Niemoller, a Lutheran pastor ar-
rested by the Gestapo in 1937. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, then they came 
for the Baha’is. 

The Baha’i Faith is the youngest of the 
world’s independent monotheistic religions. 
Founded in Iran in 1844, it now claims more 
than 5 million adherents in 236 countries and 
territories. Gathering worshipers from nearly 
every national, ethnic and religious back-
ground, the Baha’is preach tolerance, diversity 
and equality. 

To an Islamic dictatorship that denies its 
people basic political and human rights, this 
religion founded in Iran on the tenets of reli-
gious tolerance remains an anathema to the 
Supreme Leader. And the world is standing by 
as Iran’s state-sponsored persecution of its 
Baha’i minority nears its final stages. 

In 2006, Iran’s Armed Forces Command 
Headquarters ordered the Ministry of Informa-
tion, the Revolutionary Guard, and the Police 
Force to identify members of the Baha’i Faith 
in Iran and monitor their activities. 

In that same year, we saw the largest 
roundup of Baha’is since the 1980s. The Ira-
nian Interior Ministry ordered provincial offi-
cials to ‘‘cautiously and carefully monitor and 
manage’’ all Baha’i social activities. The Cen-
tral Security Office of Iran’s Ministry of 
Science, Research and Technology ordered 
81 Iranian universities to expel any student 
discovered to be a Baha’i. 

In 2007, the situation worsened. More than 
two-thirds of the Baha’is enrolled in univer-
sities were expelled once identified as Baha’is. 
Police entered Baha’i homes and businesses 
to collect details on family members. 

Twenty-live industries were ordered to deny 
licenses to Baha’is. Employers were pressured 
to fire Baha’i employees and banks were in-
structed to refuse loans to Baha’i-owned busi-
nesses. Baha’i cemeteries were destroyed. 

In November 2007, three Baha’i youths 
were detained for educating underprivileged 
children. 

The following month, the Iranian Parliament 
published a draft Islamic penal code, requiring 
the death penalty for all ‘‘apostates’’—a term 
applied to Baha’is and any convert away from 
Islam. 

On May 14. 2008, seven members of Iran’s 
national Baha’i coordinating group were ar-
rested. This is reminiscent of the mass dis-
appearance and assumed murder of all the 
members of the National Spiritual Assembly of 
the Baha’is of Iran in August, 1980. 

On August 1, 2008, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed H. Res. 1008, con-
demning the persecution of Baha’is in Iran and 
calling for the immediate release of all Baha’is 
imprisoned solely on the basis of their religion. 

Our bipartisan voice bought the Baha’i lead-
ership some time—but it appears only 6 
months. 

This week, the Government of Iran charged 
the seven Baha’i leaders with ‘‘espionage for 
Israel, insulting religious sanctities and propa-
ganda against the Islamic republic.’’ Deputy 
Tehran Prosecutor Hassan Haddad declared, 
‘‘The charges against seven defendants in the 
case of the illegal Baha’i group were exam-

ined . . . and the case will be sent to the rev-
olutionary court next week.’’ 

It is time for the international community to 
act. 

Today, along with my colleagues JIM 
MCGOVERN and BRAD SHERMAN, I am intro-
ducing a bipartisan resolution calling on the 
Government of Iran to immediately release the 
seven Baha’i leaders and all others impris-
oned solely the basis of their religion. 

I urge President Obama and Secretary Clin-
ton, in concert with the international commu-
nity, to publicly condemn Iran’s persecution of 
its religious minorities and demand the release 
of these seven community leaders. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER JOHN LEE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. LEE of New York. Madam Speaker, I re-
gret that I do not have the opportunity to par-
ticipate in today’s debate due to the need to 
be back in my district. I sincerely appreciate 
the Members of the House engaging in a mo-
ment of silence to honor the memory of those 
who lost their lives in last night’s tragic acci-
dent in Clarence, NY. 

America’s current economic crisis has hit 
western New York hard, and from the outset 
of this debate, I have expressed the need for 
a timely, fiscally responsible recovery plan that 
provides the economy with the jumpstart it 
needs to create jobs. 

This new Washington spending plan simply 
fails to meet this common-sense standard of 
economic growth. It is far more focused on 
growing Washington than it is on stimulating 
job creation and had I been present I would 
have voted no. 

In many ways, this spending bill is inferior to 
its predecessor. It creates nearly just as many 
and expands more government programs 
while severely limiting tax relief for small busi-
nesses, which create most of our economy’s 
new jobs. In fact, for every one dollar this 
spending bill devotes to small-business tax re-
lief, Washington gets to keep more than 32 
dollars for itself to create new government pro-
grams. 

Creating jobs in western New York has 
been at the top of my ‘‘to-do’’ list since before 
I ran for Congress, when I was helping run a 
family manufacturing business. 

That’s why I helped craft a timely, fiscally 
responsible economic recovery plan that cre-
ates twice the jobs at half the cost of this 
Washington spending bill. Additionally, my re-
covery plan creates 184,000 more jobs for 
New Yorkers than this spending bill. 

The plan I helped put together spurs job 
creation right now by providing relief for 100 
percent of income taxpayers, preserving ‘‘net 
operating loss carryback’’ reforms that help 
small business weather tough economic times, 
and implementing a tax deduction equal to 20 
percent of income for those small businesses 
with 500 or fewer employees. 

Washington’s refusal to reform its spending 
habits and focus its efforts on job creation 
puts significant taxpayer dollars at risk. In fact, 

the massive spending in this plan is enough to 
create budget deficits 2.5 times the size of 
President George W. Bush’s deficits over the 
same 8-year period. 

f 

EXPRESSING GROWING CONCERN 
WITH THE RECENT RISE IN 
ANTI-SEMITISM IN SOUTH AMER-
ICA 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce a resolution express-
ing growing concerns about the recent rise of 
anti-Semitism in South America, and the ac-
companying acts of violence and hatred 
against members of the Jewish community 
there. 

Throughout my life, and throughout my ten-
ure in Congress, I have always condemned 
the unconscionable spread of anti-Semitism 
wherever it has raised its ugly head. There is 
never an excuse to single out members of the 
Jewish community for attack, to destroy their 
sacred property, to boycott their businesses, 
or to perpetuate physical harm. 

From Asia to Africa to Europe to the Middle 
East, too many leaders have too often used 
anti-Semitism to deflect attention from their 
own failings, or to stir up their domestic popu-
lations for political gain. 

We see the pernicious tidings of anti-Semi-
tism, this time in South America. In Ven-
ezuela, Bolivia and Argentina, Jewish commu-
nities in recent weeks and months have been 
the subject of vicious attacks, verbal abuse, 
and government-supported expressions of ex-
treme intolerance and intimidation. My resolu-
tion highlights some of these recent attacks, 
including the January 30th assault on the 
Tiferet Israel synagogue in Caracas, Ven-
ezuela, in which armed men using tear gas 
violently ransacked this house of worship. 

While I am pleased that eleven suspects 
have been arrested, I am disturbed to learn 
that a majority of these men are police offi-
cers. Indeed, the Venezuelan government of 
late has fostered a climate of hatred, openly 
questioning the loyalties of Venezuela’s Jew-
ish community, and using recent events in 
Israel to score cheap political points by assail-
ing members of the Jewish community. 

Madam Speaker, I could tell a similar story 
about events in Bolivia and Argentina, where 
Jewish children have arrived at their schools 
to find swastikas painted on walls and graffiti 
admonishing Jews to leave the country. 

These attacks are not isolated incidents of a 
few bad apples, but rather reflect the system-
atic use of violence and intimidation in the 
place of dialogue and debate. Anti-Semitism is 
not a legitimate form of public protest. It never 
has been and it never will be. We cannot, in 
good conscience, allow these acts of hatred to 
go unnoticed and unreported. I ask my col-
leagues to support this resolution to condemn 
these acts of violence and to encourage the 
Venezuelan, Bolivian, and Argentinean gov-
ernments to take all necessary steps to en-
sure that anti-Semitism is not tolerated in 
South America. 
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